
Title: The Unforgiveable Sin 

Passage: Mark 3:20-35 

 

Introduction: 

Question: Who is Jesus - merely a moral good teacher or...? 

John 14:6 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

John 11:25-26 

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 

and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 

 Jesus made clear claims to be God, not merely another man or teacher. 

 Therefore, your response is key: 

o Either Jesus is your Lord or really view Jesus as a liar or a lunatic (C.S. Lewis) 

 You must choose one of these views of Jesus (Lord, Liar, Lunatic) given what Jesus said and did. 

Resources:  

https://www.josh.org/jesus-liar-lunatic-lord/ 

http://www.evidenceunseen.com/theology/lord-liar-lunatic-or-legend/ 

 

Overview: Three optional views of Jesus 

I. Lunatic 

II. Liar 

III. Lord 

 

I. JESUS AS LUNATIC ((v.20-21) 

 Lunatic = someone who is crazy 

Mark 3:20-21 

Then he went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they could not even eat. And when his family heard 

it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, “He is out of his mind.” 

 seize = arrest by force 

 Why?  Viewed as someone who is crazy (“He is out of his mind”) 

John 7:5 

For not even his brothers believed in him. 

 

Who was Jesus’ family? 

 Parents: Joseph and Mary (conceived by Holy Spirit) 

 Half-brothers and sisters  

Matthew 13:55-56 

Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and 

Simon and Judas? And are not all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things?” 

 Jesus emerged publicly at age 30 (appropriate age for rabbi/teacher) 

View: Jesus was a lunatic  

https://www.josh.org/jesus-liar-lunatic-lord/
http://www.evidenceunseen.com/theology/lord-liar-lunatic-or-legend/


 View: Jesus was a good man but was mistaken or crazy 

 Response: 

o Believing in the truth of the Gospel is actually the sanest thing to do. 

o Once the resurrection happened, Jesus’ siblings believed in Jesus and gave their lives to Jesus 

 Why?  Look at the evidence 

o Fulfilled prophecies  

o Jesus’ words and actions/miracles 

II. JESUS AS LIAR 

 Liar = a fraud, discredited person. 

Mark 3:22-27 

And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “by the 

prince of demons he casts out the demons.” And he called them to him and said to them in parables, “How can 

Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided 

against itself, that house will not be able to stand. And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he 

cannot stand, but is coming to an end. But no one can enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless 

he first binds the strong man. Then indeed he may plunder his house. 

 Religious leaders were smearing Jesus’ character. 

Response to Jesus as a lunatic: Logically incoherent 

 Jesus: How can Satan cast out Satan? 

Truth of Jesus’ ministry 

 Jesus: He came to bind Satan, rescue people through His death on the cross.  Jesus came to break the 

power of Satan (not to further it) 

III. JESUS AS LORD 
Mark 3:28-30 

“Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of man, and whatever blasphemies they utter, but 

whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”— for they 

were saying, “He has an unclean spirit.” 

 

Blasphemies against the Holy Spirit 

 Context: “He has an unclean spirit” 

o Religious leaders have seen Jesus ministry thus far that have been out of this world.  While Jesus 

kept pointing to bring glory to God, religious leaders were continuing to refuse  

 Stubborn resistance to Jesus and evidences to His divinity.  Treating Jesus as ultimate evil. 

 Definition: Ongoing and intentional rejection of the witness of the Holy Spirit as to the divinity and 

savior hood of Jesus Christ. 

What this unforgiveable sin requires: 

 Knowledge of who Christ is. 

o The person who has heard the Gospel, seen miraculous work of changed lives, yet rejects it all 

and attributes it to Satan. 

 Continual rejection of Jesus 



 Attribute Jesus to realm of evil and despise/hate Him 

Scenario: Someone is concerned they have committed the unforgiveable sin. 

 The fact one has holy discontent and disturbed by the possibility is proof that you have not for you 

recognize the existence of the holiness and love of God.  Otherwise, would despise and hate God. 

IV. APPLICATION 
Was Jesus a liar? 

 Contrary to common sense.  How could an imposter invented and consistently maintained a fable 

through death? 

 Jesus moral teaching and actions of compassion/miracles prove the truth of Jesus. 

Is Jesus your Lord? 

 If not a believer: Jesus is ready to forgive your sins and give you eternal life.  Come to Him.  The 

invitation is for you. 

Acts 3:19 

Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 

Acts 16:31 

And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 

1 John 1:9-10 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If 

we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

 If a believer: Jesus has forgiven your sins.  You are a new creation.  Live in your new identity in Christ. 

1 Corinthians 1:2 

To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all 

those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 

 If a Christian and anxious that you may have somehow committed an unforgiveable sin: Do not 

fear.  Sin of blasphemy against Holy Spirit includes indifference to sin and hatred of God. Otherwise, 

your continual sensitivity of sin shows God’s grace in your life. 

Romans 2:4 

Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's kindness 

is meant to lead you to repentance? 


